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A Hundreds of residents filled the ’I‘MHS auditorium durmg the Energy Facilities Siting Board public hearing. The public hearing is
just the third step in a 12-step process to determine if the state will grant local zoning waivers to Hillman Energy LLC to build a lithi-

um-ion battery storage facility in the town.
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Battery storage public hearing
draws frustration

By PAIGE IMPINK
News Correspondent
TEWKSBURY — Over
500 people came out to
voice their concerns last
Thursday night during
the public comment phase
of the state Energy Fa

cilities Siting Board's
process to grant — or not
grant — waivers to the
proponents of a lithium-
ion battery storage facil-
itv. Proposed for an area
off of Hillman Street, the
area is zoned industrial
but abuts the residential

community of Emerald
Court and Bayberry As-
sisted Living, the Great
Swamp, and other resi-
dences and businesses.
The meeting opened with
the Energy Facilities Sit-
ing Board explaining the
hearing process and a



short presentation by the Rep. Vanna Howard’s of-

project proponent.

With no federal repre-
senlation appearing to
speak, the comments
moved to state-level el-
ected officials, including
State Rep. Dave Robert-
son and Jack Vitali from

fice.

Robertson started by
voicing strong opposition
to the proposed location,
arguing that it is inappro-
priate for a densely popu-
lated neighborhood near
the Great Swamp. Rob-

A Sandra Poole was one of many residents who rose—
to speak about concerns with the project. Wellhead
protection, hazardous materials near an ecologically
sensitive site such as the Great Swamp, and safety
concerns were just some of the issues. In general,
residents contend the site, while zoned industrial, is
too close to a large number of residents, primarily
Emerald Court and Bayberry Assisted Living.
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ertson, who serves on the
Joint Committee on Tele-
communications, Utili-
ties, and Energy, said that
while he supports Massa-
chusetts’ clean energy
transition, the proposal
fails to meet local safety
and preservation stan-
dards

He and Rep. Howard
mei with residents from
Emerald Court and sur-
rounding streets to gather
concerns, which thev com-
piled into a 12-page letter
submitted to the siting
board outlining four ma-
jor issues: environmental
sensitivity, noise and
light impacts, fire safety.
and infrastructure limita-
ions.

Hobertson cited envi-
ronmental studies dating
back to 2003 calling for
stronger protections for
the Great Swamp due to
prior industrial damage.
He also questioned whe-
ther the electricily gen-
erated would benefit
Tewksbury residents

“We need to know whe-
ther this project benefits
the public at large or pri-
marily serves private in-
terests,” Robertson said.

Comments from John

Lombardo of the Econo-

mic Development Commut-

tee and Melissa Braga of



the Board of Health were
followed by Town Mana-
ger John Curran. Curran
explained that the town's
utmost concern is the
safety of the community.
The town is in the process
of negotiating a host com-
munity agreement with
Hillman Energy — a pro-
cess that is necessary lo
ensure that if the project is
approved, Tewksbury re-
ceives as many assurances
and protections as possible
for public safety. This
process is not unusual,
despite some residents boo-
ing Curran after he spoke.
Based on how host com-
munity agreements work,
the town is limited in what
it can say and must pro-
ceed in a manner that
protects its position. Asks
include funding for con-
sultants, funding for em-
ergency responder train-
ing, and funding for a traf-
fic study for a possible

traffic light at Archstone -

Way and Route 38,

The town applied for in-
tervenor status as spon as
the proposal came before
the Select Beard last vear.
Several members of the
board were present at the
meeting, but according to
member James Mackey,
the Select Board has no
authority over the appro-
val of the project.

“*Our responsibility is to
ensure that, if it does move
lorward, the town 1S In the
best possible position,” Mac-
key told the Town Crier.

Resident after resident
echoed those safetv wor-

ries, One speaker called the
proposed site “a disaster
waiting to happen,” while
another peointed out that
the area’s narrow roads
could make mass evacua-
tion “totally impossible” for
hundreds of nearby resi
dents, including seniors in
assisted living facilities.

“Locating a hazardous
battery plant so close to
family homes, dayeares,
and schools is a direct vio-
lation of public trust,” one
resident said. “The com-
munity deserves to feel se-
cure without the constant
fear of potential disaster.”

Another resident empha-
sized that the site lies with-
in a Zone 11 wellhead pro-
tection area, which is
designed to safeguard lo-
cal water supplies. Under
Massachusetis regulations,
hazardous waste uses —
including lithium battery
facilities — are typically
prohibited in such zones,

“This would directly con-
tradict the core principles
of a wellhead protected
area.” Sandra Poole said.
“It’s simply not an appro-
priate use for this land.”

One speaker, however,
urged the board to view
the proposal through the
lens of energy moderniza-
tion.

“Projects like the Hillman
Energy Center are essen-
tial to ensuring reliable, af-
fordable energy for the fu-
ture,” the person said, re-
ceiving jeers from the audi-
ence.

Some residents raised
two pending House bills

that address these types of
projects. HD 4556 and SD
3224- An Act HEstablishing
Bulfer Zones for Battery
Storage Facilities, urging
the state to hold off on its
decision such that it would
disqualify the project. In
part, the proposed legisla-
tion stipulates that no bat-
tery storage facility shall
be constructed or operat-
ed within 2,000 feet of a
populated area or within
3,000 feet of an ecological-
Iy protected area.

It wasnt until late into
the meeting that residents
learned that the represen-
tatives of the Energy Fa-
cilities Siting Board were
actually support stafl for
the beard. A collective
groan was heard from the
crowd. Mackey, who was
in attendance, was dis-

- heartened by this.

“l would have expected

' the [siting] board members

to represent themselves,”

The siting board is ex-
pected to continue review-
ing testimony and will ac-
cept wrilten comments
until Oet. 24.

Residents are urged to
email Donna.Sharkeyi
mass. gov with any and all
comments about the proj-
ecl. The town of Tewks-
bury also has an informa-
tion page on its website at
www. tewksbury-ma. gov
f853/Proposed-Battery-
Energy-Storage-System-B.



